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Marine Corps Celebrity
Classic guest list growing
Famous players expected to attend the June 6-10 event:

Stan Mikita

Stan Mikita
National Hockey League Hall of Famer

• Mikita played his entire 22 year career with the
Chicago Blackhawks (1958-1980). An integral part of
the Blackhawks’ Stanley Cup winning team in 1960-
61, Stan was inducted into the NHL Hall of Fame in
1983. He was named an NHL first-team All-Star six
times. Mikita is first ever hockey player to win the
Ross, Hart and Lady Byng trophies in the same sea-
son and he twice accomplished that feat (1966-67 and
1967-68). He also won the Patrick Trophy (for out-
standing contribution to hockey in the U.S.) in 1976.
Mikita was the first Blackhawk to have his number
retired and still sits atop the team’s all-time scoring
list to this day. He is the founder and president of the
American Hearing Impaired Hockey Association and
the Hockey School for Deaf Children.

Jim Thornton

Jim Thornton
National Football League tight end

• Drafted by the Chicago Bears in the fourth round
in 1988, Thornton started at tight end under Mike
Ditka for five seasons. He also played with the New
York Jets and the Houston Oilers. Thornton won the
Brian Piccolo Award during his rookie season with
the Bears for exemplifying the courage, loyalty,
teamwork, dedication and sense of humor displayed
by Piccolo. Unfortunately, he suffered an eye injury
while with Houston Oilers and was forced to retire.
Thornton earned All-American honors at while
attending Cal State-Fullerton. He was also named
to the All-Strength Team in both college and the
NFL, with a bench press of almost 600 pounds.

Buddy Shelton

Buddy Shelton
Golf trick-shot artist

• After graduating from Carlisle Military School
with honors in 1961, Buddy received a
Congressional appointment to the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado. In 1965, Buddy took his
physics and flying background to the golf course and
turned professional, qualifying for Class A member-
ship in the Professional Golfers Association and the
PGA Tour. In 1984, he gave up the tour circuit to
master his trick shots and as “golf’s top entertainer,”
Buddy carries a heavy schedule as he has become
legendary among galleries and corporations. Known
for his amazing shots with baseball bats, chainsaws,
chains, extra long clubs and more, Buddy will amaze
you during one of his great exhibitions.

Marines, families benefit 
thanks to golf tournament

Heather Owens
Staff reporter

The Marine Corps Celebrity Classic
golf tournament will take place aboard
Camp Lejeune and at the Jacksonville
Country Club June 6-10. Besides provid-
ing the opportunity for members of the
community to interact with celebrities
in the sports and entertainment arena,
the tournament is a fund-raiser benefit-
ing several charities.

One of those organizations is the United
Service Organization of North Carolina.
Judy Pitchford, president of the USO of
North Carolina, said that the organiza-
tion’s mission is to enhance the quality of
life for the members of the armed forces
and their families.

“We’re the only non-profit organiza-
tion in Onslow County whose entire con-
cern is the entire military populace of
Onslow County,” said Pitchford.  

The proceeds of the MCCC will bene-
fit the Jacksonville USO center directly.
Pitchford said that half of the funds
received will be set aside for the organi-
zation’s Wounded Warrior program. The
Wounded Warrior program benefits the
Wounded Warrior Barracks and Purple
Heart recipients in the local area.  

The other half of the 2007 funding
will go to help renovate and buy new
furniture for the USO center on Tallman
Street in Jacksonville.

“This is our second year as a recipient
and we are so gratefully appreciative to
be a recipient of the funds because it
provides a great impact on our ability to
meet our goals,” said Pitchford.

In 2006, Pitchford said that the
Jacksonville USO center received
$102,000 from the MCCC. All of that
funding went to the Wounded Warriors
and their families.

The USO of North Carolina’s
Jacksonville Center is open 365 days of

the year and offers a respite for service
members and their families. Pitchford
said that the center is a great meeting
place that offers a variety of outreach
programs. 

It offers facilities for service members
and family members to play pool and
video games. It also has a cybercafé that is
especially important for service members
and spouses to stay in touch with each
other during deployments. 

The center also offers meeting space
for a variety of organizations including
foreign-born spouses groups, the largest
of which is the Okinawan spouses group.
Also, the center offers a short order
snack bar with $4.75 lunch specials
everyday, and it is a “cami-authorized
spot so that service members may eat
lunch there without changing into civil-
ian attire.  

The USO of Jacksonville is also there
providing goody bags to Marines and
sailors as they deploy overseas. For the
single service members, the USO pro-
vides “rack packs” full of toiletries and
other goodies on their racks when they
return from combat. 

“That way the troop doesn’t have to
dig through his gear to take his first hot
shower. It is a welcome surprise for
them,” says Pitchford.

As for the upcoming MCCC, the USO
has several activities planned. First the
USO mobile canteen will be present dur-
ing Family Night, providing an opportu-
nity for service members and family
members to tour it and see movies and
play games. It will also be available to
celebrities and other golfers during the
tournament.

Additionally, the USO of Jacksonville
will provide 100 volunteers to serve food
during Family Night. Volunteers are still
needed to round out this team. Potential
candidates should contact Judy Robinson
at 455-3411 to volunteer. ■

To view more pictures from this story, visit the Web site at  www.camplejeuneglobe.com. 

Catch the spirit: Thousands of people came out to Liversedge Field Saturday to celebrate the spirit of hope for Wounded Warriors
and their families through and the Run for the Warriors. Among the attendees, members of the Patriotic Guard Riders participated in
the run’s openning ceremonies. At left, Patriot Guard Rider Ron “Cowboy” Iniguez shows his support for the Wounded Warriors.
Above, Paul Kelly, a son of a Marine, crosses the finish line on his hand bike. Five handbike/wheel racers participated in the event
Saturday.

nationwide Hope for the
Warriors programs.

“We kind of adopted the
warriors all year and each
month we would donate fam-
ily fun kits for the families of
the wounded at the Wounded
Warrior Barracks. This is our
last event of the year,” said
Claire Forand, who partici-
pated with a fellow group of
teachers from Delalio

Elementary School. 
“Our theme is ‘math mat-

ters,’ and we would like to
challenge the other
Department of Defense ele-
mentary schools in the area
to come out next year and
bring teams to this event,”
said fellow Delalio teacher
Connie Laskey.

Also on May 19, the first
Run for the Warriors — Iraq
race was run at Camp
Taqaddum, Iraq. “While the
racers numbered in the 600,
registrants numbered over

1,000,” according to a state-
ment on the Hope for the
Warriors Web site. “This
event raised over $27,000 in
registration fees and dona-
tions. We are pleased to
announce that the units
came out in force to support
their brothers and sisters
who have returned home
wounded.” The 2nd
Maintenance Battalion had
the strongest presence at the
Iraq run and was awarded
the Iraq Spirit Award.

“I am running to show

my support for all of those
Marines, sailors and sol-
diers that have sacrificed
so much. I’m a grateful
beneficiary of their sacri-
fices,” said Paul Kelly, a
son of a retired Marine
who participated in the
run on his hand bike.
“This is a great event. It’s
really nice to see that
there is so much support
for the military and so
much appreciation for the
great things that they are
doing.” ■
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